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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is not clear as to what is the "at least one roller bearing fixed to a stationary 
part of a switch", as recited in line 5 of claim 1 . 

The language of claim 2 is confusing - i.e. in line 2 of claim 2, it is not clear as to 
whether the plurality of double-armed levers are claimed as in combination with the 
instant claimed roller device, or the relationship between the instant claimed roller 
device and the plurality of levers are merely in the sense of an intended use only. 

The claims should be amended to clarify the subject matters or limitations of the 
instant claims. 

Claims 3-23 are indefinite because they depend from indefinite base claims. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
OStates. 

3. Claims 1-23 (as best understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wrsecky (US 5,628,480). 

Wrsecky discloses a roller device having all the features recited in the instant 
claims, including switch blade foot 14 that is readable as a sliding strip, first roller 101 
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near the first end of lever 5, pivot bearing 1 1 , spring assembly 8 with adjustable spring 
power acting against the second end of lever 5. 

Regarding the instant claimed at least one roller bearing fixed to a stationary part 
of a switch, note that the parts of support 4 of Wrsecky that are provided with slots for 
receiving pivot bearing 1 1 are readable as at least one roller bearing fixed to a 
stationary part of a switch. 

Regarding instant claim lever having first and second arms, as recited in instant 
claim 1 , note that the portion of lever 5 of Wrsecky that extends from pivot 9 to pivot 1 1 
is readable as a first arm, and the portion of lever 5 of Wrsecky that extends from pivot 
9 to the point of contact with spring 8 is readable as a second arm. 

Regarding claim 2, as best understood, the instant claimed invention is a single 
roller device with a lever rather than a plurality of roller devices with a plurality of levers; 
therefore, the instant claimed roller device is currently treated as it is intended to be 
used with other roller devices with the same configuration. In the instant case, the roller 
device of Vrsecky is inherently capable of being used with other roller devices of the 
same configuration; therefore, such instant claimed intended use limitation is 
considered met. 

Regarding the instant claimed lever arm ratio, as recited in e.g. instant claim 2 
and 4, note that lever 5 of Vrsecky with the first and second arms, as described above, 
has the instant claimed ratio. 

Regarding the instant claimed arrangement of the support (13), as recited in e.g. 
instant claim 6, note that support 4 of Vrsecky is fixed to the foot of rail 1 that is 
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readable as a supporting structure for support 4, and that the adjustment device of 
spring assembly 8 of Vrsecky is arranged outside said supporting structure, as broadly 
recited in the instant claim. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-6682. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (2:00-8:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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